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Motivation
‘ . . . disciplinary metadata standards . . . indicate thedomain-specific information that will allow data to be
interpreted correctly by others in the field. Since data curators
cannot become experts in all of the subjects under research
within their institutions, a particular need exists for guidance
regarding disciplinary metadata standards.’
— Liz Bedford (emphasis added)
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Scope
É Metadata standards, but not
É languages/protocols
É taxonomies/vocabularies




É Active research data, but not
É publications
É learning objects
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Process
1. Literature review
É Ball, Scientific Data Application Profile Scoping Study
É Riley & Becker, Seeing Standards: A Visualization of the Metadata
Universe
É DCC Diffuse
É UKOLN Application Profiles Support Project
2. Repository review
É Databib
3. Early thoughts about implementation
4. Choose taxonomy of disciplines (HESA JACS 3.0)
5. Assemble information about standards, profiles/extensions, tools
and use cases
6. Finalize implementation and enter information on website
7. Testing and release
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Next steps
É Review periodically for currency
É Add entries in response to suggestions
É Work with RDA Metadata Standards Directory Working Group
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not conducive to collective maintenance. In the UK, JISC and Digital Curation Centre recently 
launched the Disciplinary Metadata resource covering a variety of disciplines, and the RDA MSDIG 
has been evaluating this resource.3 The assessment to-date reveals that this is an important 
accomplishment to build upon. It is apparent that collaborative metadata registration systems have 
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